A Short and Very Subjective list of Books and Stories that pack an Emotional Wallop

FLOWERS FOR ALGERNON, Daniel Keyes (the novella)
Charlie Gordon has an IQ of 68 and works a menial job. He is selected to undergo an experimental surgical technique to increase his intelligence. The technique has already been successfully tested on Algernon, a laboratory mouse. The surgery on Charlie is also a success and his IQ triples.  Charlie falls in love with his former teacher, Miss Kinnian but, as his intelligence increases, he surpasses her intellectually and they become unable to relate to one another. As Charlie's intelligence peaks, Algernon suddenly declines — losing his increased intelligence and dying shortly afterwards. Charlie discovers that his intelligence increase is also only temporary. Unable to do anything to prevent the change, Charlie reverts to his original mental state. At the end of the story, he asks that someone put flowers on Algernon's grave.

THE TIME TRAVELER's WIFE by Audrey Niffenegger.   

Using alternating a first-person perspectives, the novel tells the stories of Henry DeTamble (born 1963), a librarian, and his wife, Clare Abshire (born 1971), an artist who makes paper sculptures. Henry has a rare genetic disorder, which comes to be known as Chrono-Displacement, that causes him to involuntarily travel through time. When 20-year-old Clare meets 28-year-old Henry at the Newberry Library, Chicago in 1991 at the opening of the novel, he has never seen her before, although she has known him most of her life.

Clare and Henry marry, and eventually a daughter, Alba, is born. Unlike Henry, Alba has some control over her destinations when she time travels. Before she is born, Henry travels to the future and meets his ten-year-old daughter on a school field trip and learns that he died when she was five years old.

On New Year's Eve 2006 Henry time travels into the middle of the Michigan woods in 1984 and is accidentally shot by Clare's brother. Henry returns to the present and dies in Clare's arms. The last scene in the book takes place when Clare is 82 and Henry is 43. She is waiting for Henry, as she has done her whole life, and when he arrives, he clasps her in his arms.


THE GIANT'S HOUSE by Elizabeth McCracken. 
An unlikely love story about Peggy Cort, a lonely, single librarian and a younger man, 14 years her junior forced into loneliness because of his monstrous size.  At age 11, James Sweatt is already  and is destined to grow to be 8 feet 7 inches and 415 pounds. Though initially attracted out of sympathy, Peggy soon finds she has much in common with this sensitive, albeit enormous man. A romance ensues, but the unique connectedness they share -- something neither has ever felt before -- is cruelly interrupted by tragedy. 

OF MICE AND MEN, John Steinbeck
This novella was published in 1937. It tells the tragic story, of the deep friendship between two migrant laborers, George Milton and Lennie Small.  George and Lennie dream of one day owning a small farm. Lennie is large and simpleminded, and in times of stress George calms him teaching him to rein in his immense physical strength. When Lennie accidentally kills the ranch owner's flirtatious daughter-in-law, George shoots his friend rather than allow him to be captured and destroyed by a vengeful lynch mob.
IN THE BEDROOM, by Andre Dubus (originally published as Selected Stories)
A short story collection by the author of The House Of Sand And Fog.  Seven stories that deal with love, regret, loss, hatred, hopelessness, bitterness, and beauty. Dubus’s gift as a writer is to evoke the beauty in even the worst of moments.  The movie, In the Bedroom was adapted from Killings.

THE LAST LECTURE, by Randy Pausch
In the summer of 2006, Pausch was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. A year later, with about a month to live, Pausch gave his last lecture. Pausch delivered a hilarious session of zen-like stories that emphasized going after your dreams and helping others achieve theirs while enjoying your life. His philosophy can be summed up in this sentence: "We cannot change the cards we are dealt, just how we play the hand." 


THE NAME OF THE WIND by Patrick Rothfuss
The owner of an inn is found by a writer, "Chronicler."  Aren't you the famous wizard and warrior Kvothe? He asks the inn keeper.  How did you end up here at this inn and how did the world go to pot like this?   And then Kvothe tells his tale to Chronicler over three days.  And at the end of the trilogy we find out if he is going to come back and save the world again.
New York Times bestseller.  
EDGAR SAWTELLE, by David Wroblewski 
A modern take on Hamlet set in rural Wisconsin—featuring a young hero, born mute, communicates with people, dogs, and the occasional ghost through his own mix of sign and body language. Edgar's tale takes you to the extremes of what humans must endure. 
Novels by Jim Butcher, Anne Perry, Annie Proulx, Michael Ondatje.  

